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Retired salesman 
continues to sell 
love of community 
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He started out in search of work 
from his home in West Virginia in 
1932 with a couple of buddies and 
ended up being a well known busi- 
nessman in a small town called 
Camas. 

Selvy DeWeese set out across 
the country when he was 22 in 
hopes of finding employment after 
the stock market crash of the late 
1920's. 

“The crash led me out here look- 
ing for work along the Lincoln 
Highway, starting in Chicago and 
heading west, in an old car with my 
friends” DeWeese, 83, said. 

The trio finally found work pick- 
ing fruit in Napa Valley, Calif. 

“We worked for a $1 a day in the 
cherry orchards or in the vineyards,” 
he said recalling the distant past. “I 
had never seen fruit like it— we ate 
most of what we picked. It was the 

first time I had ever been so far 
from West Virginia.” 

DeWeese said eventually the 
group made enough money to start 
for home in their 1928 Ford Tour- 

ing car. As they made their way 
home they ended up on the high- 
way to Crater Lake and then pro- 
gressed into Redmond and Bend, 
Ore, 


“I saw all the ranches all around 
us as we drove,” DeWeese said. “I 
told my friends 1 would get out of 
the car where we were at and look 
for work on one of the ranches. 
Well, I walked 10 miles from 


for a job. 


Redmond to Pineville and asked- 


“A lot of things happened to me 
ina year’s time,” DeWeese said, “I 
lefthome, came out west and ended 
up in Camas,” 

His friend had an interview to be 
achefat the Crown Zellerbach Hotel 
in Camas and DeWeese tagged 
along the day his friend came to 
town. 

“There were about 200 people 
standing out in front of the mill 
because the pay was good that day, 
40 cents an hour,” he said. “Well, I 
was walking in and tripped over a 
chair, I didn’t see at all, and landed 
in front of Vick Gualt’s office. I 
was so embarrassed, there were 
some young women looking for 
secretarial jobs and I had landed on 
the floor. 

“Gualt looked up at the ceiling 
and said, ‘Where in the hell did you 
drop in from.’ I told him I was sorry 
and started for the door when he 
Started asking about where I came 
from and if] was looking for work.” 

After saying he hoped to work 
for the mill, Gualt gave him an 
application to fill out. 

“He told me to put it under my 
shirt and go, fill it out and he'd give 
me work. I was kind of afraid by 
what he meant by he’d give me 
work,” DeWeesesaid laughing. “He 
and I got to be good friends.” 

In 1935 DeWeese met Mildred, 


‘In 1942 DeWeese gotdrafted into 


4 great deal of care in setting up 
displays of merchandise. There 
€ven used to be a downstairs area to 
the store which sold records. 

“One day the manager said I was 
being transfered and had to be in 
Pendleton (Oregon) to take over 
the store there, butI told him Idon’t 
like Pendleton, only Camas,” 
DeWeese said. “I owned my own 
home and my daughter was in 
school. I told him before he fired 
me for not going to Pendleton, I 
quit.” 

Well, itdidn’ttake DeWeese long 
to find another job, he just walked 
up the street and bought Bjur 
Electrics, from Lloyd Bjur. The year 
was 1949, The new store, DeWeese 
Electric, sold all kinds of appli- 
ances, 


“We moved a lot of appliances 
Outof that store,” he said, “We sold 
thousands of dollars of merchan- 
dise because of the shortage after 
the war. Can you believe aFrigidaire 
refrigerator cost $169.95 or arange 
was $169.” 


In 1959 DeWeese sold out and 
was a salesman for awhile for 
Intertherm Heating, worked for a 
friend selling aluminium siding, and 
finally worked the accounts receiv- 
able for Columbia River Trucking 
for a couple of years. 

“I seemed to fall into a job 
whether I wanted one or not,” he 
said. 

But work wasn’t the only activ- 
ity thatkeptDeWeese busy. In 1956 
he was elected to the Camas- 
Washougal Port Commission, - 
agency he helped to start in 1937. 

“In 1937 I found out about the 
money available for a port,” he 
said. “So I handed out fliers about 
why weneededaportin this area. If 
ithadn’t have been for the Port, we 
would have i ae of 
Vv. ” 

Besides his time with the Port, 
DeWeese has also been a member 
of the Kiwanis for 53 years, a club 
he was instrumental in organizing 
in the 1940s for the local area. 

His other involvements include 
starting the first softball team in 
Camas, working to create Crown 
Park and the list goes on and on. 


the president of the 


d on Camas 


SELVY DeWEESE has been 
In Camas since 1932. He has 
been Involved in a number of 
businesses and has helped 
form several organizations In 
the area. Sprouse Reltz 
(above) was one of the busi- 
nesses DeWeese andhiswife, 
Mildred, were Involved In for 
a number of years. This pic- 
ture of the corner store was 
taken In about 1942. Since 
arriving Inthe area, DeWeese 
has worked at the paper mill, 
owned and operated an elec- 
tronics store and worked for 
Columbia River Trucking. He 
has also served on the Ca- 
mas-Washougal Port Com- 
mission and participated Ina 
number of clubs and Ral oh 
zatlons. (Photos courtesy 
Selvy DeWeese) 


